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SUMMARY
“…thank you for your joint  

presentation to the Council… 
and how 16 schools are all Environment  

Investigators…The information the children  
provided was very informative and the passion  

shown by the children delightful. It is great to know 
that the next generation of citizens is looking into the 

health of our rivers and fish.” 
– Lianne Dalziel, Mayor 

Christchurch City Council

“…the head of our  
Board of Trustees is very pleased  

with how engaged the students have 
been with this topic, and has been asking 

me about ways to continue using  
the river as a resource for  

further learning.”  
– Teacher,  

Bamford School
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Ōpāwa School students presenting their 
concerns about spawning habitat issues 

to Christchurch City Councillors. 

Fish Release Day! Releasing the 
classroom-raised inanga back 
into the Heathcote River. 



Environment Investigators/Ngā Kaihōpara Taiao 
is a Whitebait Connection Canterbury experiential 
education programme developed and implemented 
by EOS Ecology. It’s tailored specifically to engage 
young minds about inanga in our Christchurch rivers 
– which we did for 1,400 students in 2016. 

“What a great experience  
our pod of Year 5 and 6 students,  
have been having since becoming  

involved in your programme…It has  
been particularly rewarding to see how  

the Environment Investigators programme  
has provoked such a strong and passionate 

response from the students to help make a change 
to what is currently happening. We are very 

grateful for the excellent resources to support the 
programme and for the experts who shared their 

knowledge with the students.” 
– Teachers,  

St Martin’s School

We engaged students from 13  schools, and 
3 preschools, on a journey that included 
classroom presentations, teaching resources, field 
investigations and caring for inanga in classroom 
fish tanks. At the end of the programme schools 
were given the opportunity to take action on behalf 
of their local environment – sharing the knowledge 
they’d learnt to the local community, Christchurch 
City Council and Environment Canterbury. 

PROGRAMME PROVIDED: 

•	 Exploration	of	freshwater	science	topics	in	the	
local environment focused around inanga and 
inanga spawning habitat. 

•	 Hearing	from	scientists	about	inanga	and	
inanga spawning in their local rivers. 

•	 Schools	formulated	their	own	inquiry	questions	
about freshwater habitats to investigate further. 

•	 Field	investigations	in	“the	Love	Zone”	to	assess	
stream bank habitat for suitability for inanga 
spawning (school age students only).

•	 Caring	for	inanga	in	a	classroom	tank	and	learnt	
about fish behaviour. 

•	 Learnt	about	and	experience	community	science	
monitoring methods. 

•	 Planned	for	next	steps	and	what	actions	could	
be taken about topics discovered along the way.

•	 Opportunities	to	communicate	these	actions	to	
the community and local authorities. 

games/activitiesexperimentsdiscussionsinvestigations

“Our community has a greater  
awareness of our local environment as 

well as seeing their children as competent 
learners who are growing an awareness  

of water protection. ”  
– Duncan Fisher, Head Teacher  
Kidsfirst Kindergarten Opawa

The aim of Whitebait Connection programmes are to raise awareness, 
understanding and involvement in freshwater/catchment discovery, 
monitoring, and conservation by providing dynamic, experiential 
education opportunities across New Zealand.

To participate in a WBC programme in Canterbury 
please contact Kirsty Brennan... 
kirsty@eosecology.co.nz

Putting the 
inanga tank 

in at Lyttelton 
School.




